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Parents'  Guide 


The 
education  of 

handicapped 

children 


Help  a  child  grow. 

SECOND  EDITION 


Here  is  a  list  of  educational  personnel  who  can  be  of 
great  assistance  to  you  as  a  parent  and  child  advocate. 
Complete  the  list  by  talking  with  your  school  principal  or 
superintendent 

Georgia  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59601 
1-800-332-3402  (Toll-free) 

Shirley  Miller,  State  Director  of  Special  Education 
Office  of  Public  Instruction 
State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59601 
449-5660  or  1-800-332-3402  (Toll-free) 


Your  Superintendent 

Address 

Telephone 

Your  School  Principal 

Address 

Telephone 

Your  Teacher 

Address 

Telephone 


Montana  State  Library 

3  0864  1006  0828  3 


Dear  parents: 


The  purpose  of  this  booklet  (and  the  other  three 
booklets  in  this  series)  is  to  provide  parents  with 
needed  information  about  the  education  of 
handicapped  children  in  Montana. 

These  booklets  were  prepared  as  part  of  the  Montana  State 
effort  to  locate,  identify  and  evaluate  children  ages  birth  through 
twenty-one  with  a  wide  variety  of  handicapping  conditions.  The 
illustration  and  slogan,  "Help  a  Child  Grow,"  serve  to  represent 
the  state's  commitment  to  the  education  of  children  with  learning 
difficulties.  The  booklets  are  designed  to  give  parents  a  step-by- 
step  guide  to  obtaining  Special  Education  services  for  a  child, 
information  about  the  specific  services  available,  and  a  guide  to 
the  rights  parents  and  children  have  in  the  process. 

•Parents'  Guide  1  provides  a  general  look  at  the  law  and  the 

Special  Education  process. 
•Parents'  Guide  2  explains  in  detail  how  a  child  is  evaluated, 

and  the  Child  Study  Team  meeting. 
•Parents'  Guide  3  describes  the  development  and  writing  of  an 

Individualized  Education  Program  for  each  child. 
•Parents'  Guide  4  provides  a  close  look  at  the  rights  of  parents 

and  children,  and  the  Due  Process  Hearing. 

These  booklets  are  certainly  not  intended  to  answer  all  of  your 
questions  about  Special  Education  in  Montana.  Rather,  the  intent  is 
to  stir  the  interest  of  parents  and  others,  and  encourage  them  to 
seek  additional  information.  We  sincerely  hope  you'll  find  these 
booklets  helpful  in  your  effort  to  secure  the  best  possible  educa- 
tional opportunities  for  your  child. 


For  the  first  time  in  any  nation's 
history,  a  commitment  has  been 
made  to  recognize  the  right  of 
ALL  children  to  an  education. 

This  commitment  includes  children  who  are  handicapped  in  any 
way.  Public  Law  94-142  (The  Education  for  ALL  Handicapped 
Children  Act)  was  passed  in  1975,  and  says  that  a  free  appropri- 
ate public  education  must  be  made  available  to  all  children 
with  learning  difficulties — regardless  of  the  type  or  severity  of  their 
handicaps. 


<&&&&&&&&&  ~*******AV*ViXft'*X^*X*X*X*X*X*Xf? 


Before  this  new  law  was  passed,  some 
children — especially  the  handicapped — 
were  excluded  from  school. 

It  was  assumed  that  they  could  not  leam  and,  therefore,  should  be 
kept  out  of  school.  The  handicapped  were  often  placed  in 
"caretaker"  type  programs  in  institutions.  Neither  their  handicaps 
nor  their  individual  differences  were  recognized.  They  were  called 
"lazy,"  "indifferent,"  and  "immature." 

Now  we  know  better!  Handicapped  children  can  leam  and  become 
productive  members  of  society.  And  the  law  now  provides  help  for 
children  with  individual  differences  by  outlining  specially  designed 
school  programs  to  meet  each  child's  individual  needs. 

Each  one  of  us  is  an  individual.  We  are  all  different  and  some  of  us 
have  individual  differences  that  are  greater  than  others.  We  all 
deserve  the  equal  opportunity  to  benefit  from  an  education. 

What  is  a  handicap,  and  what  special  ser- 
vices are  available  to  help  the  handicapped 
benefit  from  school? 

A  handicap  may  be  mild  or  severe.  It  may  be  tempor- 
ary or  permanent.  And,  a  handicap  may  be  physical, 
mental,  or  emotional. 

Because  handicapped  children  have  a  wide  range  of  individual 
needs,  many  different  kinds  of  Special  Education  services  are 
available. 

•For  children  with  mild  learning  difficulties,  special  help  in  the  regu- 
lar classroom  may  be  enough. 

•Part-time  help  in  a  resource  room  and  part-time  in  the  regular 
class  may  be  appropriate  for  another  child. 

•In  some  cases,  full-time  instruction  in  a  Special  Education  class- 
room will  benefit  a  child  the  most. 


The  goal  is  to  give  the  handicapped  child 
the  same  experiences  as  other  children. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  develop  a  program  for  the  handicapped 
child  which  provides  the  greatest  amount  of  contact  with  non- 
handicapped  students.  This  is  known  as  placing  the  child  in  the 
least  restrictive  environment. 

This  gives  the  handicapped  child  the  best  possible  opportunity  for 
participation  in  the  same  activities  afforded  the  non-handicapped 
child.  It  also  gives  the  non-handicapped  child  educational  experi- 
ences he  or  she  would  not  otherwise  have.  Children  benefit 
educationally  and  socially  by  being  with  each  other. 
They  learn  to  accept  individual  differences  and  respect  the  rights  of 
all  people. 


How  does  the  Special  Education 
process  work? 


The  intent  of  both  Public  Law  94-142  and  Montana  State  law  is  to 
offer  handicapped  children  every  educational  opportunity  to  help 
them  become  productive  and  successful  members  of  society. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  first  Parents'  Guide  is  only  a  brief 
review  and  outline  of  a  very  detailed  process.  You  will  want  to 
read  Booklets  2, 3  and  4  for  specific  step-by-step  information 
about  each  of  the  following: 

1 .  The  first  step  in  getting  Special  Education  services  is  the 
REFERRAL  of  your  child  to  your  school  district.  If  your  child 
is  having  trouble  in  school  or  seems  to  have  difficulty  learning, 
you  may  call  your  local  school  principal  and  ask  that  your 
child  be  evaluated  for  learning  problems. 

2.  An  EVALUATION  by  a  team  of  professionals  is  the  second 
step.  This  evaluation  should  include  academic  testing,  a  physi- 
cal examination  (if  needed)  and  a  review  of  the  child's  develop- 
mental history.  Remember,  before  the  school  may  evaluate  your 
child,  they  will  need  your  written  consent. 

3.  The  third  step  is  a  team  conference  for  your  child,  called  the 
CHILD  STUDY  TEAM  meeting.  You  as  parent  and  child 
advocate  are  an  important  part  of  this  team.  Be  certain  that  you 
participate.  The  team  reviews  all  of  the  evaluation  information 
and  decides: 

a)  Is  your  child  handicapped? 

b)  If  so,  what  special  services  are  necessary? 

c)  What  kind  of  program  is  required  to  provide  those  services? 

You  should  and  must  be  involved  in  the  decision-making  on 
each  of  these  questions. 


4.  The  fourth  step  in  the  process  is  the  development  and  writing 
of  the  INDIVIDUALIZED  EDUCATION  PROGRAM 

(IEP).  This  will  be  accomplished  at  the  Child  Study  Team  meet- 
ing or  in  a  subsequent  meeting  set  up  especially  to  develop  the 
IEP.  Here,  too,  your  input  is  valuable,  and  you  must  give  your 
written  permission  before  services  may  begin.  The  IEP  includes 
general  and  specific  goals  for  your  child  during  the  school 
year.  Time  frames  and  specific  activities  also  will  be  written  into 
each  goal.  Be  sure  you  know  and  understand  your  child's  IEP — 
it  is  the  heart  of  the  new  law. 


5.  You  may  request  a  DUE  PROCESS  HEARING  at  any 

time  if  you  disagree  with  the  school  district  about  your  child's 
evaluation,  IEP,  and/ or  placement  in  a  school  program.  The 
purpose  of  the  hearing  is  to  give  both  you  and  the  district  a 
chance  to  be  heard,  and  determine  the  best  possible  education 
of  your  child.  This  is  quite  a  complex  procedure,  so  be  sure  to 
refer  to  Booklet  4  for  specific  information  about  your  rights. 

Finally,  your  child's  educational  future  depends  on  your  active 
participation  in  and  commitment  to  this  important  educational 
process.  Get  involved!  Ensure  the  rights  of  your  child!  Take  a 
role  of  leadership  in  order  to  ensure  that  your  child  fully 
benefits  from  the  many  Special  Education  services  now  avail- 
able in  Montana. 
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For  information  and  assistance, 
Contact  your  school  principal. 

OR 

Write:  Help  a  child  grow. 

Office  of  Public  Instruction 

Helena,  MT  59601 

OR 

Call  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction 
toll-free  1-800-332-3402  and  ask 
for  "Help  a  child  grow." 


These  other  state  and  local  agencies  also 
offer  additional  information: 

The  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services 
111  Sanders,  Helena,  MT  59601,  449-5622 

The  Department  of  Institutions 

1539  Eleventh  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601,  449-3930 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  MT  59601,  449-3763 

Association  for  Retarded  Citizens 

Ed  Wilkinson,  President 

Drawer  519,  Boulder,  MT  59632,  225-3588 

United  Cerebral  Palsy 
Ray  Hahn,  President 
Millegan  Route,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401,  454-3561 

Epilepsy 

Big  Sky  Epilepsy,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Billings,  MT  59103 

Association  for  Children  with  Learning  Disabilities 

Susie  McBoyle,  President 

511  Burlington,  Missoula,  MT  59801 

Council  for  Exceptional  Children 

Brad  Nimmick,  President 

3300-3rd  Street  NE,  Great  Falls,  MT  59404,  791-2270 

Developmental  Disabilities/Montana  Advocacy  Program 

Margi  Ulvestad,  Director 

1215  East  8th  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601,  449-3889 

Montana  Special  Education  Advisory  Panel 

Lyle  Grayson,  Chairman 

101 -10th  Street  West,  Billings,  MT  59101,  248-7421 

The  Montana  Society  for  Autistic  Children 

Mary  Lou  Sweeney,  President 

3125  Avenue  F,  Billings,  MT  59101,  656-8053 

Your  local  parent  organization 


Your  local  Mental  Health  Center. 


Help  a  child  grow. 


Office  of  Public  Instruction 

Georgia  Rice,  Superintendent 

Helena,  Montana  59601 
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